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cost enrollment, the change takes ef-
fect immediately upon loss of coverage
under the prior enrollment.

(2) If the annuitant is enrolled in the
high option of a plan that has two op-
tions, and does not change the enroll-
ment to a plan in which the annu-
itant’s share of the premium is less
than the amount of annuity or does not
elect to pay premiums directly, the an-
nuitant is deemed to have enrolled in
the standard option of the same plan,
unless the annuity is insufficient to
pay the withholdings for the standard
option.

(3) An annuitant whose enrollment
was terminated because the amount of
annuity was insufficient to cover the
enrollee’s share of the premium may
apply to be reinstated in any available
plan or option.

(4) An annuitant who can show evi-
dence that he or she previously
changed to a lower cost option, plan, or
to a self-only enrollment prior to May
29, 1990, because the annuity was insuf-
ficient to cover the withholdings for
the plan in which he or she was en-
rolled, may apply to change the enroll-
ment to any available plan or option in
which the enrollee’s share of the total
premium exceeds his or her monthly
annuity.

(5) The effective date of the rein-
statement of enrollment of an annu-
itant whose enrollment was termi-
nated, or the change of enrollment of
an annuitant who previously changed
enrollment because his or her annuity
was insufficient to cover the annu-
itant’s share of the total premium, and
who elects to pay premiums directly to
the retirement system in accordance
with § 890.502(f) is either—

(i) The first day of the first pay pe-
riod that begins after the appropriate
request is received by the retirement
system; or,

(ii) The later of the date the enroll-
ment was terminated or changed, or
May 29, 1990.

(6) Retroactive reinstatement or
change of enrollment is contingent
upon payment of appropriate contribu-
tions retroactive to the effective date
of the reinstatement or the change of
enrollment. For the purpose of this
paragraph (q)(6), a previous cancella-
tion of enrollment because of insuffi-

cient annuity to cover the full amount
of the withholdings is deemed to be a
termination of enrollment.

(r) Sole survivor. When an employee or
annuitant enrolled for self and family
dies, leaving a survivor annuitant who
is entitled to continue the enrollment,
and it is apparent from available
records that the survivor annuitant is
the sole survivor entitled to continue
the enrollment, the office of the retire-
ment system which is acting as em-
ploying office must change the enroll-
ment from self and family to self only,
effective on the commencing date of
the survivor annuity. On request of the
survivor annuitant made within 31
days after the first installment of an-
nuity is paid, the office of the retire-
ment system which is acting as em-
ploying office must rescind the action
retroactive to the effective date of the
change to self only, with corresponding
adjustment in withholdings and con-
tributions.

(s) Election between survivor annuities.
A surviving spouse, irrespective of
whether his or her survivor annuity
continued or was terminated upon re-
marriage, who was covered by an en-
rollment under this part immediately
before the remarriage, may elect to
continue an enrollment under this part
acquired as a dependent by virtue of
the remarriage or to enroll in his or
her own right (by virtue of entitlement
to the original survivor annuity) in
any plan or option under this part
within 60 days after the termination of
the remarriage and entitlement to a
survivor annuity.

[62 FR 38437, July 18, 1997]

§ 890.307 Waiver or suspension of an-
nuity or compensation.

(a) Except as provided in paragraphs
(b) and (f) of this section, when annuity
or compensation is entirely waived or
suspended, the annuitant’s enrollment
continues for not more than 3 months
(not more than 12 weeks for annuitants
whose compensation under subchapter
I of chapter 81 of title 5, United States
Code, is paid each 4 weeks). If the waiv-
er or suspension continues beyond this
period, the employing office will notify
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the annuitant in writing that the em-
ploying office will terminate the en-
rollment effective at the end of the pe-
riod, subject to the temporary exten-
sion of coverage for conversion, unless
the annuitant elects to make payment
of the premium directly to the employ-
ing office during the period of waiver.
If the annuitant elects to have the en-
rollment terminated, the employing of-
fice automatically reinstates the en-
rollment on a prospective basis when
the annuitant again receives payment
of annuity or compensation. The em-
ploying office will make the withhold-
ing for the period of waiver or suspen-
sion during which enrollment was con-
tinued (i.e., 3 months or less).

(b) If the annuitant elects to pay pre-
miums directly, he or she must send to
the employing office his or her share of
the subscription charge for the enroll-
ment for every pay period during which
the enrollment continues, exclusive of
the 31-day temporary extension of cov-
erage for conversion provided in
§ 890.401. The annuitant must pay after
each pay period he or she is covered in
accordance with a schedule established
by the employing office. If the employ-
ing office does not receive payment by
the date due, the employing office
must notify the annuitant in writing
that continuation of coverage depends
upon payment being made within 15
days (45 days for annuitants residing
overseas) after receipt of the notice. If
no further payments are made, the em-
ploying office terminates the enroll-
ment 60 days after the date of the no-
tice (90 days for annuitants residing
overseas). The employing office auto-
matically reinstates enrollment on a
prospective basis when payment of an-
nuity or compensation resumes.

(c) If the annuitant is prevented by
circumstances beyond his or her con-
trol from paying within 15 days after
receipt of the notice, he or she may re-
quest reinstatement of coverage by
writing to the employing office. The
annuitant must file the request within
30 calendar days from the date of ter-
mination, and must include supporting
documentation. The employing office
will determine if the annuitant is eligi-
ble for reinstatement of coverage; and,
when the determination is affirmative,
reinstate the coverage of the annuitant

retroactive to the date of termination.
If the determination is negative, the
annuitant may request a review of the
decision as provided in § 890.104.

(d) Termination of enrollment for
failure to pay premiums within the
time frame established in accordance
with paragraph (b) of this section is
retroactive to the end of the last pay
period for which the employing office
timely received payment.

(e) The employing office will submit
all direct premium payments along
with its regular health benefits pre-
miums to OPM in accordance with pro-
cedures established by OPM.

(f) If suspension of annuity or com-
pensation is because of reemployment,
the reemploying office must make the
withholding currently and enrollment
continues during reemployment.

[59 FR 60296, Nov. 23, 1994, as amended at 59
FR 67607, Dec. 30, 1994]

Subpart D—Temporary Extension
of Coverage and Conversion

§ 890.401 Temporary extension of cov-
erage and conversion.

(a) Thirty-one day extension and con-
version. (1) An enrollee whose enroll-
ment is terminated other than by can-
cellation of the enrollment or dis-
continuance of the plan, in whole or
part, and a covered family member
whose coverage is terminated other
than by cancellation of the enrollment
or discontinuance of the plan, in whole
or in part, is entitled to a 31-day exten-
sion of coverage for self alone or self
and family, as the case may be, with-
out contributions by the enrollee or
the Government, during which period
he or she is entitled to exercise the
right of conversion provided for by this
part. The 31-day extension of coverage
and the right of conversion for any per-
son ends on the effective date of a new
enrollment under this part covering
the person.

(2) Termination of an enrollment
under this subpart for failure to pay
premiums is considered a cancellation
of the enrollment for the purposes of
this section.

(b) Continuation of benefits. (1) Any
person who has been granted a 31-day
extension of coverage in accordance
with paragraph (a) of this section and
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